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Hello from the new Chair of Southampton City Missio n 
 
So, I have just taken over from Rev David Turner, as the chair of 
trustees.  What a great time to do it!  Quite honestly, right now it 
feels like one word sums it up - "Fruit".  Stuff is just happening... 
more and more.  It’s crazy.   
 
It seems that after years and years of plugging away and trying to 
be faithful and trying to serve the city, its "time".  Doors are opening 
in schools like never before with opportunities beyond anything 
we've ever seen and people are becoming Christians in the Basics 
Bank on a regular basis.  (The last I heard was every two weeks, on 
average).  I feel amazed and excited because I really think that this 
thing is going to seriously change some lives.  I feel as though we 
are at the place now where the only way to go is serious expansion 
and the only way to expand is through local churches and God 
seems to just keep setting 
things up...   
 
So, its all good, I think. 
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Well it is that time of year again. The great 
stores of food from last year’s harvest have 
long been used up and we scrape along on 
the generosity of the few as we look forward 
with longing and trepidation, through the 
barren months of the summer, towards 
September’s coming bounty.  Or to put it less 
poetically, “Come on chaps, shove us some 
more tins!” 

 
Yes food is 
scarce but love 
a n d  f u n 
abound as 
always in the 
Basics Bank. 
We have been 
very pleased to 
a d d  K a t i e 
Coles as a 
regular to our 
brilliant team of 
welcomers and 
befrienders.  
 
The team were 
delighted to be 
able to come 

alongside a family recently who had lost 
everything in a house fire.  In the midst of 
that tragedy it was a privilege to be able to 
be a sympathetic ear as well as a practical 
help with the necessities of life.  
 
A further high point has been the baptism of 
a former client (now friend!) at James Street 
Church.  It is lovely to see people come 
through very difficult situations to hope and 
life in Jesus.  Many people have had quiet, 
sharing conversations on our sofas here over 
the last few months, and we have been able 

to pray, grieve, console, sympathise and cry 
with those broken by life’s disasters, 
regardless of whether they count themselves 
as Christians or not. 
 

The number of new families needing help in 
these difficult financial times gives us the 
chance to surprise people with the love and 
friendliness of our staff and volunteers of 
course, but also with the surprising nature of 
some of the donated food from our 
supermarket partners.  As we get pretty 
much anything that is past its sell by date but 
not past its use by date, we have introduced 
people and ourselves to some exotic fruits 
and vegetables as well as some luxury 
treats. You never know what you are going to 
get at Basics Bank. 
 
So it is business as usual at Basics. Those in 
need are being fed, clothed, loved, prayed 
for and shared with by ordinary Christians 
from the Churches in Southampton, and as 
usual we are short of food and money, but 
never hope, love or a sense of humour. 
 
Duncan House 
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WHAT FAITH MEANS TO ME: - 
 
· Knowing that Jesus is real even though I can't 

see him (year 6)  
· If you have faith you believe in something 

(year 5) 
 
· If you believe in Jesus and God (year 3) 
 
· Knowing that he is right next to me (year 2) 
 
THE MOST IMPORTANT THING WE LEARNT: - 
 
+ Jesus was innocent (year 6)  
+ Easter is not all about chocolate (year 4)  
+ Jesus saved us (year 3) 

THE BEST THING ABOUT THE WEEK: - 
 
* The children's behaviour, we all loved doing it.

(year 6) 
 
* Trial (year 5) 
 
* The stories (year 4) 
 
* Singing (year 3) 
 
FURTHER QUESTIONS WE HAVE ABOUT 
OUR FAITH: - 
 
¨ Who is God?  
¨ Did Jesus choose if he wanted to do it? 
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